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Tuesday, July 27, 2010

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Tyler Grosdeck.
Tyler is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 447, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Tyler has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Tyler has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges and contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project, but also
earned the respect of his family, peers, and
community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Tyler Grosdeck for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

RECOGNIZING 20TH ANNIVERSARY
OF AMERICANS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES ACT

SPEECH OF
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join the Speaker and the Majority Leader in
recognizing the 20th Anniversary of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.

First, | want to applaud you, Mr. Speaker,
for making history today as the first American
with disabilities to preside over this distin-
guished body. It is a truly inspiring sight and
a reminder that the disabled are, of course,
among the most active and functional mem-
bers of our society. It is also a testament to
the historic measure we are celebrating today.

| also want to commend my friend from
Maryland, the Majority Leader, who | know
played a leading role in making this legislation
a reality, and in ensuring that we come to-
gether across the aisle when necessary to
make certain it continues to fulfill its original
mission.

Before the Americans with Disabilities Act,
nowhere in the world was there a comprehen-
sive declaration of equality for people with dis-
abilities.

In the medical community, people with dis-
abilities are called “HANDY-CAPABLE” be-
cause they strive and succeed in the face of
great personal obstacles.

There was a time, however, when that cour-
age alone could not get them into their home-
town theatres to see a movie, or their office
buildings to apply for a job and provide for
their families.

Those wrongs were corrected on July 26,
1990 when President George H.W. Bush
signed the Americans with Disabilities Act into
law on the South Lawn of the White House.

On that day, President Bush noted that it
was roughly a year after the Berlin Wall came
down and said that this legislation “takes a
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sledgehammer to another wall, one which has
for too many generations separated Ameri-
cans with disabilities from the freedom they
could glimpse, but not grasp.”

For too long, our Nation kept Americans
with disabilities dependent when all they
yearned for was independence. The Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act has given them the
tools to do just that—to quench their thirst for
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It
has changed the lives of millions, and it will
continue to do so for generations to come.

———
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Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, this
is a good opportunity to implement Wall Street
reform, and help make our financial markets
safer for everyday American citizens, inves-
tors, and small businesses. At the center of
our efforts today is the concept of power, and
what it means to those who have it, and those
who don’t. Baltasar Gracian, a renowned
Spanish Jesuit writer, once said that “The sole
advantage of power is that you can do more
good.”

| think many people would agree with me
that the corporations and executives on Wall
Street have considerable power. The question
remains, however, whether they are using that
power to do good things. People will point out,
and | agree, that they are making many peo-
ple very wealthy, but at what cost? For too
long corporate interests have been allowed to
dominate decision making in America’s finan-
cial capital, and many times, this has meant
unfair and predatory practices. As lawmakers,
we should set out to make our financial mar-
kets a more evenhanded place for our citi-
zens, and the consumers that put their trust
and money on the line.

One of the key things that H.R. 4173 will do
is to create a Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau, tasked with the responsibility of mak-
ing sure consumer lending practices are fair.
Also, under the Volcker rule, large financial in-
stitutions would no longer be allowed to en-
gage in risky trading using federal dollars,
supported by taxpayers. Throughout the many
various initiatives and stipulations in the bill,
one theme is clear: protecting American citi-
zens, and maintaining a fair market that allows
both informed consumers and powerful finan-
cial markets to thrive in tandem.

H.R. 4173 does not set out to take power
away from those on Wall Street, but to make
sure they use their many strengths and abili-
ties for the benefit of the average American in-
vestor and small business owner. | support
H.R. 4173, the Restoring American Financial
Stability Act of 2010, knowing that the benefits
and wealth for the few should not come at the
cost of the many.
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Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor COL Thomas C. Chapman upon his
retirement from the United States Army Corps
of Engineers. For the past three years | have
had the pleasure of working with Colonel
Chapman on a number of flood protection
projects that are key to my hometown of Sac-
ramento. | found Colonel Chapman to be a
man of intelligence and integrity, a man who
never forgot the public he served. As he re-
tires, | would like to pause today and ask that
my colleagues join with me in offering our
thanks to a distinguished American.

Beginning with his graduation from the
United States Military Academy at West Point
in 1984, Colonel Chapman has led a distin-
guished and notable career in the Corps of
Engineers. He has assisted with and led many
projects which have helped to maintain the in-
tegrity and vitality of our nation’s infrastructure
and worked to improve the security of our mili-
tary bases abroad.

Colonel Chapman’s career has taken him
and his family from Fort Knox to South Korea,
from Philadelphia to Afghanistan and a num-
ber of stops in between. Each stop has been
characterized by success. At Camp Red Cloud
in South Korea, he developed a new master
plan for installations, which was later adopted
as a model for all U.S. forces in Korea. As the
Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army Engineer
School, he oversaw the integration of the En-
gineer School into the Army’s Maneuver Sup-
port Center. In Afghanistan, he served as the
senior engineer at NATO Corps Headquarters,
where he managed both the construction of all
NATO facilities and oversaw NATO’s Counter-
|IED training. Colonel Chapman aided Coalition
Forces by developing a new engineer organi-
zational structure and by developing NATO’s
first Counter-IED doctrine.

In July of 2007, Colonel Chapman was in-
stalled as the Commander of the Corps of En-
gineers’ Sacramento Division. Lying at the
confluence of the Sacramento and American
Rivers, the City of Sacramento and sur-
rounding region faces the constant threat of
flooding. Our levee and flood protection sys-
tems require continuous attention and the
Corps of Engineers is actively involved with
major upgrades currently being undertaken at
Folsom Dam and along local rivers and
streams.

In particular, Colonel Chapman’s leadership
has helped keep the Folsom Dam Joint Fed-
eral Project, a collaborative effort with the Bu-
reau of Reclamation, on schedule and on
budget. When completed, this immense
project will strengthen the dam and add a sec-
ond spillway, which will allow more water to be
released in anticipation of a storm, giving
much of Sacramento over 200-year protection.
Colonel Chapman has also worked diligently
to advance the Natomas Levee Improvement
Project, which will also give 200-year protec-
tion to the 75,000 people that call Natomas
home. On these and other projects, Colonel
Chapman has worked with local and state offi-
cials to ensure there is a strong partnership
between all levels of government.




